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L0SS OF MATCHES

Close Daily at 6 P.M.

CISTELEVENLIVES

Men Who Put Off Columbian in
Lifeboat Were Often
Near Rescue.

CUTTER SERVICE HEAD
SEES LESSON IN TRAGEDY

Safety Hatchés, Flash Powder or
Electric Signals Are Recom-
mended for Sea Safety.

The terribe experience of four men in
a boat, survivors of the crew nof filteen
of the nritish steamer (‘olumbian, aban-
doned on fire at sea. May 4. who after
fourtsen days sfloat in an open lifeboat
were picked up by the revenue culter
Qsneca, might all have been averted and
their eompanies. lives saved hafd there
been even a dry match aboard. For the
night of the very day the lifehoat cast
off from the Columbian. a big ocean
steamer passed within & mile and a half
of the castawavs, and would not have
failed to see the faintest glimmer of
tight from the: lifeboat: but their match
supply had been dampened by spray. and
thers was. no other signal apparatus
aboard.’

“The inability of these men to make 4
night signal.” comments Capt. _i-,
Johnston. commanding the Seneca. in his
report Gf_the rescue made to the revenue
cutter service, “seems to point out that
somethigE should be provided that water
will not epeil. | would suggest that {nr
mafety at sea each boat be supplied with
a hand slectric torch and three or four
spare hatteries for 1t By means of
this terch they could not only m“"”_f‘_
ight. bt ceuid send Morse code signals

1s Lesson of Sea.

This 1= the lesson of the s~a that mal
result in =ome Fovernment regulation for
~avigatien under the American flag.
serhaps produce interpational actio
erme sort. The convention for safet} of life
at sea. adopted by the international coun-

zafery st sea. held in l.on-
is now ‘h’-l'-|.

and |

¥
0

fererce on K
don. January 20 this vear. :
ing before the 1'nited Siates 5_:,,1.,3(,.‘_ If
approved. to o out the spirft of the
~anvention -egulations to govern Ameri-
. e imposed either

ravicaton wouid

~an
ny direct law of Uongress or through au-
thority which might be vested in th

erear hoat-insnection service of the Umit-
=0 Frales

"H;da'_e:ie international convention for
*he sdfety of life at sea heen in force
at this time.” comments Capi. E. A. Bert-
ha!f. commandant of the revenue culler
mervice. “‘the lifehoat of the Columbian. |
n comphance with its provisions. wr.-'-:iui
have been adequatelr equipped with sig-|
nal lights. ltem ‘G section 3. article |
. of the convention. requires that everl |
hoat amd every pontoon r.‘\.f-'l.uhal. e |
provided with ‘a number of seif-igniting |
“red lights” and a watertight box of
matches. *

Capt. Bertholf was one of the Amar-
ran plenipotentiaries at the London con-
terence. He had much to do wth f".'a m
ing the proposed convention. Wi I8
anxious for the evolution of appliances
that will add greater security fo travel
At sea.

Near Other Boats.

The lifeboat of the Columbian with its |
human - frelght., doomed to he lightered
from fifteen to four men before rescue.
after seeing the big steamer the night of
their first day out were within four and
two miles of two other steamers the fol-
lowing day, but were not seen. =l cou'd
not attract attention. Not another wes-
sel was seen by them until the Seneca
picked them up. In the meantime with
food ‘gone, they subsisted on leather
mixed with crumbs, and short allowance
of water Ome man drank sea water and
died delirious, A second went violently
insane and died when put in restra nt.
A cabin ‘bov had dreamed of the catus-
trophe bafore he sailed from his home in
Antwerp, and that he would Le Taurteen
days afloar in an open hoat: he died a
few hopre before rescue. And e'even was
the toll of starvation and exposire

The suggestion made by Capt
ston of the BSen=ca, that lifeboats he
equipped with an electric torch and bat-
teries, ‘usefu! for flash and signal pur-
poses, s interesting naut vireles
There is considerable discussion of the
vaiue of the idea. aithough the prac-
ticableness is not doubted.

Byron R. Newton. ass'stant secretary
of the Treasury. in charge of th revenue
cutter service. is much impressed with

John-

the suggestion He intends that a test
sball be made of what he regards a n
ariginal thought. =specificall AsT

For there are many wave of pre g for
night signais. hut no law to enforce them
as equipment for lifehoats on merchant-
men in international commerce,

Some Are Skeptical.

Any flaring light is generall regarded
¥ mariners as an adeguate night signal,
There is some measure of skepticism as
to the value of a signal devige which
-rq:r_ld permit use of code signals Srill,
*here is no reason to regard that addi-
tional attribute as a detriment. if the
signal light itself ham sufficient Haring
POWEr 1o attract attention at lone rxnn‘o.;

But until the pending international con-|
vention is put into effect by ratification,
and fn1_§03‘e«l by specific regulations for!
navigatron. outting inte effect the -
vigions af 1he convention in respect to
veasels fiving the fage of each respective
national party 1o the convention. mer-|
chantmen will provide against sea ca-
rastrophe as seems Lea! Lo each of them.
or in part' or not at ali. It |a haped by
those who are interested In safetv at
Aca that the ratification of the convention
will be the means of imposing the duty of |
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providing “hoat hoxes" as equipment for
rvery FHfeboat on the sea or pavigahle |
waters.

The vessels of the
and of the revengse

United States Navy
cutter serviee. and, |

i fact, all shipz owned by the United |
States Zovernment. are subject 1o reguli-
tions which aim to provide for the emer- |
Tencyv ysSe of [ifeboats Al lifeboats must |
be  eaquipped with *“hoat hox,™ :.(-:n!
cquipment for locomotion. such as u:v-l
#nd rawlecks. rudder, mast and s and
viso lanterne and hailers: als o=
iIsions  box. lur rd with h hresad
and .canned muat avs be|

~towed awa: handy so that it can he put |
4beacd without delay

Contains Equipment.

The “hoat bux” is supposed to con- i
tain hatchet, cell rhisel, boat calking |
iron. gm1ant tool handle, marline spike,

palm.” sail needles. packages of ns-
sorted nails, screws and tacks i plece |
--f_ sheet  Tead wire “meizj Yo lamp |
wick. spun sarn fAsh he and |
sinkers. leadn line, tallow white
lead, =afet: matches i tically
sealed box. # medical e nes  pack-

age. a can of illuminating oil and six
Caston lights. The Caston lights are
provided for signaling purposes
Caston lighte are » composition of
Greek fire. each is waterproof, ahout
#ix inches long gnd an inch and a half

in diameter. Set alight, they give a
flaring light. visible for miles, and
burning brightly for four or five min-
utes. Conservative mariners  regard
thepe as the best device for night sig-
naling puipozes. There 185 some ques-
tion .whether ~an electrie light could
be adapted to signal purposes so as to
give a light af sufficient strength. But
test will be made.

The revenue ecitter service would
have no jurisdiction over American
shipping. But the result of its ex-
periments would be of profit to the
steamboat inspection service and to
Congress in legislating for =afety at
BTN 3
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HUB FURNITURE CO. |

Close Saturday at 6 P.M. I

June Brides-Elect and All Housekeepers
Are Urged to Use. Their Credit and

S

'The Most Sensationally
Alaska Refrigerators---

This
Family Size

Polar-

Alaska
Refrigerator

Is the most desirable size for

ordinary use. It has remov-

1wce rack, shelves and
pipe,

cleanable.

able

waste and is easily

I.iberal ice ca-

pacity. Fully guaranteed at

this sensationally low price,

illustrated.

This Colenial Quartered Oak Rim Exten-
sion Table With Four (4) Genuine Boston

Leather Seat, Box $ l 7.45

Frame Dining Chairs,
as lllustrated, for .

some ‘“Duofold” Bed Davenport—

A Parlor Davenport by Day, a Comfort-
able Double Bed at Night---Complete
With FELT MATTRESS and
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Bu)_r Needed Furniture Here!
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This Porcelain

Polar-|
e World’s Best in Refrigerators

-
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Polar-
Alaska

e —
———

i Refrigerator
"E‘[ The popular three-door-front

il Refrigerator, called the side-
Wl icer. It is made of thoroughly
BWE scasoned hardwood. It is en-
tirely porcelain lined, and is as
easily cleanable as a china dish.
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—

The provision chamber has
three removable wire mesh
shelves. The waste pipe and

ice rack are also removable.
Fully guaranteed at this sensa-
tionally low price,

$29.75

SRR R S L ey

P A AR

A Beautifully Decorated 31-

F REE Piece Dinner Set is in-

cluded Free with this outfit.
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Improved Steel Sliding
Support, Adjustable

SCREENS|

Size 24x33 inches, fitted
with rustproof wire
mesh, special at

This Mirror Top, |
BentGlass End, \

Claw Foot
hina Case

of 31 Pieces, $32
Total Value for

roie  Go-Cart

Folding

Steel-frame, fabricoid leather hood
and dash, guaranteed rubber tires.
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8-PIECE BEDROOM

Including Massive Continuous-post “Porcelain” White Iron Bed, Woven-wire Spring, Cotton-top Mattress,
Pair of Pillows and Solid Oak French-plate Mirror Dresser, with Chiffonier to match, and Room Size Rug, as

mont white maple
frame : broad arms=:
hand woven, split
\\'i”ll\" (]nl'llllr
and
arms and back are
high
Come
this Rocker.

ALL

$39.735

This Exact

Vermont White Maple

Porch Rocker

$2.95

Complete With An extra large
and very comforta-

& ble Porch Rocker:

$4'50 Dlnner Set r:;lura;l Lﬁ‘ni?“}.l‘r\-:;l;"

scal
back. The
restiul.
and try

and
in

This Full
Reed

With Heavy Wood

very pretty
Carriage, closely
woven reed body
and hood; uphol-
stered in genuine
corduroy; heavy
artillery wheels
and best springs;
guaranteed rubber
tires.

[ Refrigerator

CARRIAGE

]
1

]

This Apartment Size
Polar-

Alaska

This is a popular tvpe o1
the apartment or flat design,
It has a large ice chamber
with removable rack. The
provision chamber has two
removable shelves and re-
movable waste pipe. A con-
venient and absolutely de-
pendable Refrigerator. Full
guaranteed at this sensation-
ally low price.

445

FOR
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